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ESSEXVILLE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 19, 2014 7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Mayor Tanner called the REGULAR MEETING of the Essexville City Council held on August 19, 
2014 to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Safety Chief, Dan Hages, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
The following City Council Memb ers were present at the meeting:  Jennifer Gradowski, John 
Kustuch, Robert Mantei, Thomas Rehmus, Timothy Weiler, Scott Wittbrodt and Russell Tanner.

ABSENT:  None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Rehmus, Mantei:

Resolved the agenda be approved as written. 
YES:  Unanimous Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

CONSENT AGENDA
Kustuch, Rehmus:

Resolved; City Council hereby approves the minutes of its July 15, 2014 regular A.
meeting, said minutes prepared by the City Clerk and submitted for the City 
Council�s consideration at its August 19, 2014 regular meeting. 
Resolved; City Council hereby approves the attached resolution supporting the B.
recently introduced legislation in Lansing to help stop a proposed Canadian 
nuclear waste dump from being built less than one mile from the shore of Lake 
Huron. 

YES:  Kustuch, Rehmus, Gradowski, Mantei, Weiler, Wittbrodt, Tanner Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Tanner and Chief Hages presented Tony Smith with individual awards for his public 
service on the Essexville Fire Department.

CONSIDERATION OF RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT OF TONY SMITH FROM THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT
Kustuch, Gradowski:

Resolved; the City Council hereby recognizes Tony Smith as a dedicated City 
employee and desires to show its appreciation and thanks for his 36 years of 
community service.   

YES:  Kustuch, Gradowski, Mantei, Rehmus, Weiler, Wittbrodt, Tanner Motion Carried

CITIZEN INPUT
The following citizens addressed the Council:

Jennifer Gradowski, 408 Sharpe Street
Thomas Rehmus, 611 Third Street
Michael Lutz, 1704 Borton Avenue
Russell Tanner, 1411 Borton Avenue



2

COUNTY COMMISSIONER�S REPORT
Mr. Michael  Lutz, County Commissioner, was in attend ance and updated the Council on the 
following items:

Sheriff Department lawsuits
Water main break � Emergency preparedness 
Beach wellness � Working on boardwalk and pier at State Park
New water plant
Announced he won the Primary Election

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE COMMITTEE
PAYMENT OF BILLS
Weiler, Kustuch:

Resolved; that expense vouchers 8  through  9 totaling $ 347,394.10 and payroll 
voucher 10 through 14 totaling $83,391.31 for a grand total of $ 430,785.41 paid as 
stated.

YES: Weiler, Kustuch, Gradowski, Mantei, Rehmus, Wittbrodt, Tanner    Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Councilmember Mantei reported a legislative meeting was held for the purpose of discussing a 
handicap ramp ordinance.

MUNICIPAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Councilmember Kustuch deferred to Councilmember Rehmus to give the report.  
Councilmember Rehmus reported on the primary election results and personal property 
exemptions.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
Councilmember Mantei had no report.

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE
Councilmember Rehmus reported  the Woodside paving project is complete, and he thanked 
Officer Neveau and the Public Safety Department for helping him with an incident last week.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Councilmember Gradowski reported that the bike parade is scheduled for September 20, 2014.  
She also would like the City to put a sign up recognizing Terry McDermott for his Olympic Gold 
Medal.

CONSIDERATION OF GETTING A STREET SIGN IN RECOGNIZION OF  OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDALIST TERRY MCDERMOTT FOR HIS ACHIEVEMENT.
Gradowski, Rehmus:

Whereas, During the Cold War the 1964 Winter Olympics were held in Innsbruck Austria; 

Whereas, the United States had not won a Gold Medal and the Soviet Union was 
dominating the games;

Whereas, In 1964, Terry McDermott was a 23 year old speed skater and barber from the 
City of Essexville;

Whereas, Terry McDermott competed in the 500-meter speed skating eve nt at the 1964 
Winter Olympics;
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Whereas, Terry McDermott finished with a time of 40.1 seconds beating the Russian 
Gold Medal hopeful Eugeny Grishin�s time, winning the only Winter Olympic Gold Medal 
for the United States in 1964 and breaking the Olympic Record for the 500 meter speed 
skate;

Now therefore be it resolved,  that the City of Essexville recognize Terry McDermott for 
his outstanding accomplishment.

Be it further resolved, that the City of Essexville have a permanent sign on display at the 
entrance of the City in recognition of Terry McDermott.

YES:  Gradowski, Rehmus, Kustuch, Mantei, Weiler, Wittbrodt, Tanner Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

UTILITY AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE
Councilmember Rehmus had no report.

PLANNING COMMISSION
There is a meeting scheduled for Monday, August 25, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Councilmember Mantei reported that the DDA met on July 7, 2014.  Kristyn Sherman was sworn 
in as a new member of the DDA.  Board Officers were chosen:  Al Clemons/Chairperson, Pete 
Campbell/Vice Chairperson, Judy Hansford/Secretary and William Hydorn/Treasurer.  The DDA 
discussed M & M Seamless Gutters new project, Woodside Avenue paving project, Smith Park 
progress, Main Street paving project, sale of the VitreCell building, regional water plant, curb 
appeal award, and upcoming bike parade.  

MAYOR�S REPORT
Mayor Tanner reported on the following items:

Judging for the Curb Appeal Award took place on July 30, 2014.  There were 33 entries 
and two winners were chosen.  
He attended the Downtown Development Authority meeting on August 7, 2014.
He will be attending the Planning Commission meeting on August 25, 2014.

ATTORNEY�S REPORT
Mr. Pergande reported there seems to be an increase in traffic citation hearings.

CITY MANAGER�S REPORT
City Manager, Dan Hansford, updated the Council on the following items:

Announced that through negotiations he and the Treasurer were able to settle the  tax 
tribunal matter with Wirt Property to the satisfaction of both parties.  The matter has been 
dismissed by the tribunal and is closed. 
There will a Zoning Board of Appeals meeting on Thursday, September 4 th regarding a 
variance to the storage building height restriction imposed by the ordinance.
Updated the board on M&M Seamless Gutters status on purchasing th e DDA property 
for new construction.

PUBLIC HEARING(S)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH PYRAMID PAVING FOR THE 
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PAVING OF MAIN STREET FROM PRAIRIE STREET TO NEBOBISH AVENUE
Mantei, Gradowski:

The City Council hereby awards the contract for the paving of Main Street as per the 
attached documents to Pyramid Paving of Essexville for the total sum of 
$161,320.00 (One Hundred Sixty One Thousand Three Hundred Twenty Dollars).

YES:  Mantei, Gradowski, Kustuch, Rehmus, Weiler, Wittbrodt, Tanner Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH G M ADAMOWSKI FOR THE 
DEMOLITION OF 1105 MAIN STREET 
Gradowski, Rehmus:

The City Council hereby awards the contract for the Demolition and Removal of the 
structures located at 1105 Main Street to G. M. Adamowski and Sons Trucking and 
Excavating for the sum of $10,850.00 (Ten Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty 
Dollars). 

YES:  Gradowski, Rehmus, Kustuch, Mantei, Weiler, Wittbrodt, Tanner Motion Carried
ABSENT:  None

INFORMATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS
None

CITIZEN INPUT
The following citizens addressed the Council:

Michael Lutz, 1704 Borton Avenue
Pat Wilson, 1501 Nebobish
Robert Mantei, 406 Main Street
Jennifer Gradowski, 408 Sharpe Street

Councilmember Kustuch left at 8:40 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
NONE

ADJOURNMENT

Rehmus, Weiler:
Resolved; that the meeting be adjourned. Motion Carried

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
Russell Tanner
Mayor

______________________

Sarah Wilcox
City Clerk

____________________________


